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Misty came to UPAWS after her owner passed away. For a shy cat who had
only ever known one quiet home and one person who loved her, her entire
world was suddenly gone. She shut down.

Day after day, she stayed hidden away, barely moving, barely interacting,
growing more withdrawn as time went on. Staff moved her to a larger open
room, hoping more space and quiet would help.

Something still wasn't right. So, the team began trying everything they could to
help her feel safe again.

A volunteer noticed Misty rasping when she breathed. She still wouldn't come
out. She wasn't eating reliably. She was quietly, slowly fading. Staff and
volunteers who loved her were concerned.

At UPAWS, no two animals’ journeys are ever the same.
Thanks to your support, animals like Misty are given every
chance to heal, grow, and thrive.

Misty was moved into an upper condo where staff could watch over her closely. Her
coat was brushed gently every day. Different foods were offered, warmed to tempt
her appetite. Slowly, the staff learned that Misty would eat at night, and that small
victory felt huge.

Caregivers harnessed her and carried her to the windows so she could watch the
world outside. Volunteers like Tom and Kathy took her on stroller rides. Volunteer
Mara pulled up a chair and read storybooks aloud, a quiet companionship for cats
who needed time, patience, and kindness.

Veterinary testing confirmed asthma, along with the need for significant weight loss
and ongoing care. Whatever comes next for Misty, one thing is certain: she is loved,
she is seen, and she is not alone.

Misty’s story is a reminder of how important careful
observation, individualized care, medical support, patience,
creative thinking, and compassion are for every animal that
comes through our doors. 



Hello UPAWS Supporters!

I am incredibly honored to introduce
myself as your new Shelter Manager.
While many of you may have seen
me around the shelter over the last
few years, I am excited to step into
this role and continue serving our
community and the animals we all
care for so deeply.
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UPAWS champions the
well-being of pets 

by providing safe shelter,
promoting adoption,

 and fostering a
compassionate community

through education and
supportive services.

Vision
A compassionate

community where all pets

are safe, cared for, and

treated with respect.

My journey with animals began long before I joined the UPAWS team.
Growing up downstate in the small town of Belding, I had a childhood
filled with a diverse array of pets. From dogs and cats to ducks,
chickens, goats, fish, and even a parakeet, animals have always been
the center of my world. That early exposure sparked a lifelong
passion for animals and set me on the path toward animal welfare.

I moved to the Upper Peninsula to attend Northern Michigan
University, where I earned my bachelor’s degree in Biology. During
my time at NMU, I met my wife, and we decided to make her
hometown of Marquette our permanent home. 

My story at UPAWS began six years ago, when I started volunteering
during my final year of college. Since then, I have had the privilege of
growing with this organization. I served as an Animal Caregiver,
Shelter Operations Coordinator, and Shelter Support Specialist
before stepping into my current role.

For me, animal welfare is not just a career, it is a lifestyle. My passion
for our mission is reflected in my own home, where my wife and I are
raising our 11-month-old son alongside a full house of UPAWS alumni!
Our family includes our dogs, Ivy (in photo), and Poppy, our cats,
Willow and Rose, Rex the leopard gecko, and Clarence the goldfish.

I am deeply committed to giving back to this community and ensuring
every pet that walks through our doors receives the love and care
they deserve. Thank you for your continued support of UPAWS and
for welcoming me into this new chapter!

~ Ryan McLaren
   UPAWS Shelter Manager



Julie started with a backscratcher, gloves, and a pet stroller, a safe enclosed space where the world could
come to him without anyone reaching in to touch him. Countless gentle exposures, no pressure, one tiny step at
a time. Different people tossed him treats so he could slowly get used to strangers. On cold winter days, she'd
wheel him through the UPAWS Holiday Store, soft lighting, quiet music, people shopping without a second
glance. Just the world, at a safe distance. 

This did not happen quickly. Little by little.

Rudy’s Story: From Broken to Brave
On Halloween 2025, two little scared dogs were brought to
UPAWS, untouchable, terrified, and later diagnosed with broken
jaws. One knew only two states: panic or complete shutdown. 
The other's outgoing nature helped him come around after about
four weeks. Not this one.

For six weeks, he couldn't leave his kennel. A leash sent him into
flailing panic. A hand reaching toward him ended in frightened,
aimless biting. He only ate in the silence of the night. UPAWS
Behavioral Animal Care Coordinator, Julie Mahan, sat with him
anyway. Read to him. He'd shut down completely and stare at the
wall. He never barked. Never growled. Never made a sound.

On February 20th, he went home with Julie as a foster. He slept for
three straight days; that's how exhausted he was.

Then the sparkles started. A yawn when stressed. A shake-off. A nose
finding something worth sniffing. One day, a cow hoof. Another day,
playing with a cat toy, when he thought no one was watching. Then,
suddenly, he found his voice and aimed a sassy little bark right at Julie.

Through all of it, Rudy was doing something remarkable too. Every tiny
step forward, every treat accepted, every leash tolerated, every new
person weathered, was an act of courage from a dog who had every
reason never to trust a human again. Rudy was very brave. 
Every single day, he was brave.

And most of all, this little guy deserves to bloom into the dog he was supposed to be before people broke him.
He deserves love, kindness, safety, and someone who gently pushes him toward that.

Today Julie can pick him up and hold him. He even evolved
into a real snuggler. This spring, he walked on the shore of
Lake Superior. And on a bright May morning in 2026, just six
months after arriving at UPAWS scared and silent, Rudy
went on his first doggy pack walk.

Julie loves and embraces his awkwardness. He is nothing
she was ever looking for, not her size, not her style, not her
plan. But sometimes the dog you never would have chosen
chooses you right back. Julie and her husband, Dave, made
it official on April 9th. They adopted him. And that little dog
who never made a sound finally has a place where he can
be exactly who he is.



Think your pet has what it takes to be a star? Enter the 2027 UPAWS Pet
Photo Calendar Contest through June! Pet photo entries will be accepted
throughout June, with community voting taking place in July.

Celebrate your pets while helping support the animals at UPAWS. Don’t
forget to check out our Rainbow Bridge Memorial section, a special way to
honor beloved pets who will always hold a place in our hearts.

Learn more at: www.gogophotocontest.com/upaws2027 
or scan the QR code to join the fun!

Upcoming Events
‘Tito’s Homemade Vodka’ Tee Up 4 Tails Golf Event - June 18 - Marquette Golf Course

Party on the Patio - July 12 - UpNorth Lodge in Gwinn

Visit UPAWS at the Downtown Marquette Blueberry Festival - July 31

Find us at the Marquette County Fair  - August 13 - 15

Sally’s Ride Fundraiser for Sally’s Fund - September 19 - Marquette County Fairgrounds

Join us for the biggest dog party of
the year! Strut Your Mutt is on
October 3rd at Mattson Lower Harbor
Park along beautiful Lake Superior! 

Raise donations, win prizes, enjoy a
scenic walk along the bike path,
visit vendors, play games, and enter
fun doggy contests, including the
best costume contest! Most
importantly, every step helps
support the animals!

Save the Date
Strut Your Mutt

To inquire, contact Nikki at 
fundraising@upaws.org

Your Guilty Pleasure Could Be Their Greatest Joy
Go ahead — we all have one. The gas station snack, the second
coffee, or the online shopping cart you definitely didn’t need to check
out. What if once a month, you swapped that little splurge for
something that could help an animal at UPAWS?

That’s the heart of our GEM (Givers Every
Month) program. Even a small recurring
gift, just $5 a month, helps provide food,
comfort, medical care, and second
chances for animals waiting for homes.

Pick one guilty pleasure. Give it up once a
month. Let a shelter animal benefit instead. 

Interested in becoming a GEM supporter?
See the donation form on the back page of
this newsletter.



Compassion Happens Every Day
Every adoption, recovery, and second chance begins with supporters like you.

When Animals Need Us Most

Animal sheltering is full of beautiful moments — adoptions,
reunions, happy endings. But behind every wagging tail heading
home is a lot of quiet, unglamorous work that most people
never see.

Sometimes animals arrive at UPAWS healthy and ready for a
fresh start. And sometimes they arrive in crisis.

Recently, a group of puppies came to us needing intensive
medical care and around-the-clock attention. They were a
reminder that shelter needs can change overnight — and that
the most vulnerable animals are counting on us to be ready.

Your support helps make sure every animal that comes through
our doors gets what they need, especially when they need it
most. Because every animal deserves the chance to heal and to
find their way home.

A Gift That Lives On
Every animal who has ever stolen your heart has left something behind — a memory, a lesson, a love that doesn't
fade. A legacy gift to UPAWS is a way to honor that love and keep it doing good long after you're gone.

In your will or trust: Name UPAWS for a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or whatever remains after
your loved ones are cared for.

Retirement accounts or life insurance: Designate UPAWS as a full or partial beneficiary. No attorney needed, just
a form from your plan administrator.

IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution: If you are 70½ or older, you may be able to give directly from your IRA
while potentially reducing your taxable income.

You can adjust or change your plans at any time. Legacy giving is flexible, personal, and completely on your terms.

There is no minimum. Every gift, whatever its size, makes a difference.

There are several simple ways to give:

Already included UPAWS in your plans? Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts. We would love to know so we can
thank you personally. Please reach out to info@upaws.org
or call 906-475-6661.

Your kindness lives on. So does theirs.

We recommend speaking with your financial advisor or attorney about
the option that works best for you.

mailto:info@upaws.org


Thank You Donors & Supporters

Memorials and Honorariums from Nov. 1st, 2025 to April 30th, 2026

In Honor of:
Karen & Richard Alholm From: Susan & Bob Wright
Christina Anderson From: John & Peggy Anderson
Kristen & James Dale Bailey From: Shelly Bailey
Shelly & Steve Bailey From: James & Lory Racela 
Kathy Bell From: Stephen & Shirley Kriegel
Nancy Boula From: Kim Link
Joey DeGrand From: Leigh Ann Pherson
Chutima Gustafson From: Cheryl Gustafson
Ann Johnson’s Birthday From: Miriam Mattson
Mary & Bob Johnson From: Theresa Sampson
Sarah & Kathleen Johnson’s Birthdays From: Miriam Mattson
Diane Botsford-Kuhn From: Felecia Flack
Debbie LaVoy’s Birthday From: Bettie Myers
Kim Link From: Nancy Boula
Scott & Kim Link From: Janice Krummi
Lois Mata From: Phyllis Griffin
Kallee McCone From: Ryan McCone
Ann Meyer From: Judith & Donald Meyer
Tia Paquette’s Birthday From: Vicki Paquette-Arkens
Carolyn Peterson From: Cynthia Laitinen
Margaret Peterson From: Mary Jane LaBerge
Margaret Scholnik From: Dan Scholnik
Anne Sheret & Cricket From: Betsy Little & Paul Marin

In Memory of:
Kathy Ammerman From: Tom Leone
Bonnie Adams From:  Joan Hauer, Elizabeth Lizotte
Zane Bard From: Kerri Bard
Helen & Margaret Bell From: Brad & Rebecca Adams
Glenn Binoniemi From: Krissa Guenther
Kat Blumenthal From: Tricia Simo Kush
Nan Boerup From: Dale & Roberta Jacobson
Mary Bolduc From: Roberta Sleeman, Richard Storti
Kathy Bull From: Cynthia & Jack Deo, Nancy Grigg, Hope Hetico, Gail
Jacobs, Lori & Terry Kasten, Michael & Glenda Luoma, Carolyn Myers,
Heidi Pankoke, Dale & Carol Pelkola, Stephen & Shirley Kriegel, Laurie
Tellier, Kim Young
Olive Cain From: Sandra & John Veres
Tom & Jeannette Chevrette From: Ron & Ros Greenlee
Sean Clancey From: Joseph Routhier
Chris Cosco From: Frida Waara
Rachel Crary From: Jeanne Trost
Neal Creyen From: Elizabeth Lizotte
Jim Dalbacka From: Bonnie Johnson
Delores DeVold From: Victor & Carol Cox, Susan Davis, Megan Mraz,
Gary & Becky Ostola
Gary Dionne From: Linda Dionne
Tony & Rae Elliott From: Steven Shanker
Beverly Ellis From: Brenda & Brian Veale
Cindy Feltner From: Patricia Barton, Sandy & Joe Drozd, Mary & Scott
Erbisch, Julie Feltner, Terri Govern, Terry Keuscher, Bill & Carlene King,
Kathy & Tom Leone, Greg Maki, Sheila Maki, Wendy Maki, Debbie &
Margaret Nease, Edith Pariseau, Robert & Suzanne Stephenson, Susie &
John Wassberg
Connie Fisk From: Randolph Lake

David Gleason From: Marsha Gleason
Billy & Chubby Gravedoni From: Colleen Juidici
Garrett Green From: Tina & Jerry Case, Paulette Erickson,
Karl & Cinda Pettys
Sharon Hahka From: Michele & Dan Hakala, Betsy & John Jaakola, 
Daniel & Belinda Pentecost
Paul Hannuksela From: Marlene & Phil Ombrello
Warren Harrington From: Carol Veenkant
Jacqueline L. Hickey From: Sharon Hickey
Tom Hoerauf From: Marc Hoerauf
Virginia Holmgren From: Alan & Barbara Bakalarski, Debra Carlson, 
Jon LaFreniere, Rose & John McBride, Robert & Rose Saxwold
Nick Jensen From: Kellie Barry-Angeli
Patricia Jensen From: Shari Brugman & Dawn Hirvonen, April McGinnis,
Joan Sanville
Roberta Quayle Jermain From: Mari Keto
Michael Johnson From: Lacey & Michael O’Donnell
Wayne & Effie Jussila From: Kristen Smith
Dawn Kangas From: Paul Kangas
Tracy Kimsel From: Sue Barriger
Donald Kitscher From: Kathleen Moreno
Stanley Laituri From: Judy Aguilar, Theodore & Carrie Brody, Elizabeth
Coatsworth, Bryon & Wendy Koski, Gary & Judy Laituri, Heidi Lenten, Alan
Lehtinen, Trudy Mattocks, Gerald & Darlene Miljour, David & Reva Laituri,
Reata Mayo, Gary & Rebecca Ostola, Paulette Piirainen, Reuven & Marlene
Romback, Sharon Shaffer, Bodil & Milton Soderberg, Gerald Toutant
Herma Lamia From: Karen Lamia
Ruth Larson From: Chris Danik, Douglas Nopar, Pam & Chris Roose, NMU
BIIS
Kenny Lawson From: Joseph Routhier
William (Bill) Lee From: Kimmie Peterson, John & Ayleen Vanbeynen, Mike
& Marchelle Woodaard
Lynn L’Huiller From: Joe & Julie Blemberg, Peggy & Robert Bortomeolli,
Roberta & Roger Burdick, Adina Christian, Kathleen Dault, Sally Franson,
Jody L’Huillier, Elizabeth Jaakola, Chris Miller, Dale Olivier, Mark & Michelle
Sellers, Jodi & Jeremy Smith
Betsy & Christal Light From: Loraine & Jim Koski
Priscilla Jandron Lydon From: Paula & Len Boutin
Karen Maki From: Kathy & Tom Leone, Michael & Sheila Maki, Edith
Pariseau, Terry Keuscher, Crystal Swanson, Jackie Tresedder
William P. Maki From: Crystal Swanson & Family
Patrick S. Manning From: Mary Mitchell
Douglas Mannor From: Jamie Schiechtel Thirby Clinic
Nicholas Martin From: Ashley Anderson, Randy & Kathleen Annala, Heidi
Argall, Thomas & Janie Blake, Judy & Terry Cattron, Terra & John Cox,
Jordan & Taylor Cox & Dewin Menghini, Patti, Adam & Cole Francis, Terry &
Sara Garceau, Helen & Michael Grossman, Deborah Hatcher, Kevin
Hemmila, Julie Herman, Stephanie Hintsala, Elizabeth Holmgren, Kate &
Kirk Hooper, Laura & Paul Jandron, Scott & Diane Jandron, Beverly
Jennings, Kay & Jon Jennings, Colleen Juidici, Morgan Kari, Grant Kierzek,
Bradley LaFreniere, 
Dan & Sharon Landmark, Jackie Laurila, Kim & Heidi Lenten, Patrick
McBride, Shane & Jen McGrath, Kathleen McCormick, Shane & Jen
McGrath, The Mihalac’s, Jennifer Morema, Julie Patrick, Danny Thompson,
Karen Thompson, Renee & Justin Turri, Negaunee Elks Lodge #1116
Sally May From: Robert & Sharon Rochak



Carl Mayer From: Paul Cardoni, Ann Carter, Felecia & Mike Flack, Nancy
Joffee, Philip & Connie Joffee, William & Linda LaMora, Betsy & Brian
Rochon, John Veiht, Bob & Jane Sims, Scott White
John S. Miller From: Katherine Miller
Rosa Musket From: Crystal Swanson
Deanna Nelson From: Dawn Hanson
Hank Normand From: Adrienne McCombie
Chrissy Ogea From: Rebecca Arbelius, Julie Gustitis, William & Mary
Gustitis, Marge & James Scopel, Mary Margaret Wagner & Mike Crothers,
Cynthia & Carl Walin, Snyder Drug Stores
Barbara Ollila From: Sandra & John Veres
Bruce Olson From: Joe Gaffney, Darrel Sleeman, Joyce & Bruce Wood
Paul Ombrello From: Lois Ombrello
Darrell & Barbara Ostwald From: Brian Ostwald
Ron Pariseau From: Edith Pariseau
Bruce Pennala From: Steven & Lori Boase, Carolyn Sivula
Jason Peterson From: Joanne Sartorelli
Edna & Allan Phillips From: Joel, Sandra & Daniel Phillips
Anne “Cid” Pierce From: Frank Gilbert, Mary Gardner Siler
Bobby Pizziola From: Jean & Ronald Downey, Nancy Duquette
Tom Plimpton From: Joann & Jodi Ghiardi, Kay Ghiardi, Randall LaLonde,
Nancy & Robert Van Stee
Renee Prusi From: Cheryl & Greg Dix, Sandi & Thomas Gauthier, Russell
Jokinen, Ann Lahti, Randall LaLonde, Susan Lamere, 
Sandi Thomas, Danny Thompson, Carol Vizena, Harold Wong, 
The Mining Journal
James Rice From: Leslie & Joan Coduti, Matthew Feighner, Sally Fillmore
& Barbara Hughes, Kikumi Smith
Steve Rinne From: Francis & Audrey Desarmo, Gloria Rinne
Alice Faye Robinson From: Linda Roe
Vito & Jean Roti From: Lois Gorto
Ronald Sandstrom From: Rob Berg, Robert Brumm, Kevin & Paula
Connors, Randy Conroy, Susan & Scott Dionne, Mary Hanchek, Karen
Lewke, Brian Miller, Sherri Morgan, Terry & Janet Simula, Lee Ann & Terry
Steinhoff, Michelle Thompson, KPMG Resources Mgmt. Team
Aaron Sather From: Richard Storti
Rob Schmelling From: Janet Koistenen
Paul Smith Jr. From: Kay & Terry Sheedio
Brian Smolich From: Linda & Ken O’Brien
Douglas Stone From: Mary Stone, Shirley & Patrick Wealton
Carl St. Onge From: Robert & Peggy Bortomeolli, Lynne Bolitho, Gina
Bouws, Mary Jane Burcar, Sue & Scott Dionne, Gerald & Katherine Gerou,
Lois Hoppe, Karen & Dewayne Nygard, Darlene Rantala, Lorraine
Robbert, Katherine Kramer Stewart, Susan & William Twa, Frida Waara,
Barbara & Francis Ward, Charles & Barbara Weinrick, Brett Young, Rock
Young
Bob Swanson From: Suzanne Larson
Mary Treado From: Al Treado
Kirsten Uotila From: Norma Fairbanks
Ed Wales From: Don Brown, Debbie & Bruce Bussone, Kevin Champion,
Dave & Linda Denofre, Lynn Fiedler, Judy & Steve Robinson
Lynn Marie Walden From: Steve & Marlene Walden
Barbara Walton From: Radha Gummulari, Doug Walton
Chuck Wanberg From: Priscilla Burnham, Kevin & Paula Connors, John
DeRocher, Douglas & Madalyn Dykema, Carol Farmer, Duwayne &
Barbara Grutt, Tadd Wegener 
Rick Watermolen From: James & Jane Watermolen
Carrol Weigold From: Marjean Bartelli, James & Kathleen Bash, Joyce &
John DePetro, Linda & Arthur Fleury, Lois & John Gorto, Fred & Jeanne
Groos, Sheila & Steve Gutierrez, Dan & Michele Hakala, Jackie & Bruce
Heikkila, Mark Hirvonen & Kathleen Blake, Patti & Lance Larsson, David
Magadanz, Diane Nardi
Mike Willard From: Jane & Steven Anderson, Catherine Myers, 
John & Cynthia Sherman
Ovid York From: Alfred Borowski, Jr.
Mike Young From: Dave & Stacey Larsh
Dan Zdroik From: Carole Zdroik 

Memory of Pets:
Annie Reed From: Mary Beth & Michael Reed
Banana From: Carolyn Mattson
Barley O’Neill From: Craig & Aimee O’Neill 
Beaufort & Jet From: Debra Kroon
Bo, Dewey & Macey Lou Rhodes From: Karen & Joe Rhodes
Bob Somogy From: William Sullivan
Briggs Zyburt From: Gregory Zyburt
Bruce Walby From: Jackie Winkowski
Calvin Crunkelton From: Pam & Dan Clark
Cedar Young From: Michele Irwin. Berty & James Schneider
Chai From: Jo Foley
Chaucer From: Patricia Mayer
Chevy Srock From: Gail Hoholik Jacobs
Darby Foye From: Sue Altmann
Dusty & Harley From: Barb & Wes Hauswirth 
Ernie B. From: Linda Ferrier
Feona From: Patricia Johnson
George, Marvin, Sadie Sue & Elliott From: Ann & Garrett Brownell
Haley From: Bonnie & Lawrence Mattson
Harlow From: Kellie Barry-Angeli, Barbara & Wes Hauswirth, Denise
Kennedy 
Heather & Sophie From: Jeffrey & Julie Stricker
Hetty From: Sherry Makela
Kabibble Stordahl From: Kari Stordahl
Kringle From: Colleen Abb
Kruzer From: John Neumeier
Macey Lou Rhodes From: Marlene & Phil Ombrello
Maddie Mulder From: Ann Brownell
Maggie May & Suzie Q Rhodes From: Karen & Joe Rhodes
Max & Lexi From: William & Katherine Ezo
Misty Campbell From: Gary Morse
Molly & Muffin From: Pam Bessolo 
Moses From: Nancy Hamlin
Nina/Nenya Kitty From: Priscilla Burnham
Pandy From: Tanya Pazdernik
Pepette Koval From: Jo Foley
Phoenix Kainulainen From: Reva Laituri
Roger From: F & P Walcott
Ron & Olivia From: Edith Pariseau
Rory Hart From: Maureen Hart
Sadie From: Gail Albright
Sammi Sullivan From: Wesley Somogy
Susi From: Jo Foley
Sydney From: Debra & Doug Kroon
Toby & Polo From: Denise Kennedy
Wedge WarrKatz From: Linn Elliott 
Zephyr, Fahre & Maez From: Kris Sharland
 
 In Honor of Pets:
Da Koda Denali December From: Kelly December
Dolly & Remington From: Donald & Judith Meyer
Duke From: Sandra & David Aldrich  
Eevee & Cecilia Brownell From: Ann & Garrett Brownell
Gabi & Oliver From: Barbara & Wes Hauswirth
Luna Bradford From: Doug Bradford
Oliver & Loretta From: Gina Nicholas
Sydney From: Debra Kroon
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