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Upper Peninsula Animal Welfare ShelterñConstruction of Animal 

Community Center Nearing Completion 

Leaky roof. Dry well. 40 years of animal residue- it's almost time 

to leave it behind. 

Poor lighting. Difficult parking. Volunteer limitations- it's almost 

time to leave it behind.  

Animals eyes peering behind cages. Hound dogs walking past 

rabbits. Mice next to cats - it's almost time to leave it behind.  

We are taking with us 40 years worth of memories, thousands of 

rescued lives, a 98% save rate, tears, laughter, purrs, and tail 

wags. We are taking our lessons learned, opportunities granted, 

passion, compassion, and perseverance.  

We are seeing our years of hard work, research, fundraising, and 

community listening pay off.  In four months, we will finally be in 

our new animal community center and begin our ambitious vi-

sion to create a new generation of animal welfare in Marquette 

County. The new facility, Philip and Ruth Spade Adoption Center, will    

engage our animal loving community in the care of homeless animals.   

We have raised over $2.97M of our $3.7M goal but we still need YOUR 

help to get us started on strong footing.  If you haven't given to the cam-

paign yet, NOW is the time to give.  If you have given, and you are able to 

give again, NOW is the time that we need it. Every gift counts and you can 

increase your gift by pledging over 5 years.  

This is the future of animal sheltering and the Upper Peninsula Animal 

Welfare Shelter is proud to be a part of it. We hope that you are, too.   

**To make your gift, visit upaws.org or send check or pledge to PO Box 

968, Marquette, MI 49855. Remember to mark it for the new shelter/

animal community center.** 

~ Kori TossavañCapital Campaign Manager & Executive Director 

We invite the community (and visitors) to join UPAWS for a tour of the new 

animal welfare shelter. We can't wait to share with you all the excitement 

surrounding the new animal adoption and community center! Interested? 

Contact Kori at ktossava@upaws.org or call 906-475-6661. 

Capital Campaign Manager & E D Kori Tossava    

giving a new shelter tour to Tom Chevrette. 

Contact Kori for a tour of the new shelter    

construction progress!  
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DONATING TO UPAWS JUST GOT EASIER! VISIT WWW.UPAWS.ORG AND CLICK DONATE. CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED!                    

From the Board 

Our future looks bright because of you! Not only have we been able to raise and maintain our operat-

ing budget but our community has gone above and beyond to support our dream of building a state of 

the art facility that will grow with us into the future.  

UPAWS Board of Directors has worked diligently over the past few years to make the ambitious vision 

for a new generation of animal welfare a reality. We have held countless planning meetings and com-

munity forums and will continue to hold them to create new and improved programs and services to 

help fulfill our mission in a larger space. In August of 2017 we began to see our dream truly start to 

become reality when we held our ground breaking ceremony. We continued construction and fund-

raising through the year and expect to move into the new facility in the fall of 2018.  

The challenging work toward our new shelter goal is done on top of the never-ending work that goes 

into caring for the animals that walk through our doors. I am proud of our experienced staff for the 

elevated level of care they provide our animals daily. Not only is the community support phenomenal 

for homeless animals within our community but also for life-saving transports from out of the area, 

which we saw an increase. We work hard to expand upon our volunteer vet program to further edu-

cate our staff, and the support from local veterinarians has been truly remarkable.  We have contin-

ued to focus on revamping our volunteer program for our current shelter, as well as plan for new vol-

unteer opportunities to support our staff when we transition into the new shelter.  

The work that our staff, community volunteers, fosters, transport drivers, and local veterinarians do 

daily can often feel to go unnoticed. But we couldnõt do any of it without any of you! Our supporters 

are our future. To those who adopt, donate, and volunteer we thank you for making UPAWS a success 

by helping fulfill our mission in re-homing 1244 pets, as well as build a new facility for UPAWS to call 

home. All of this has been made possible because of YOU!  

~ Amber Wetton  
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VOLUNTEERS HELP IN MANY WAYS! LEARN HOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED AT WWW.UPAWS.ORG 

The Community Helping Those in Need  

As the summer is upon us, we are cleaning-up after the long spring and winter.  It is a time that we must assess what we will need 

for the short U.P. summer.  Then, before we will know it, fall and then another winter will be here.   

UPAWS is in a similar position to most U.P. residents.  As the seasons change we 

also begin to assess our position since the beginning of 2018.  This new year will 

bring about the end of a decades old building that UPAWS currently resides in.  It is 

a facility built and has withstood time through the generosity of the 

community.  Without your support, the building would have fallen long ago.  It is 

through your countless donations that we are able to operate, and again we are 

asking for help.  

The shelter is a relationship between animals and the community.  In order for 

UPAWS to operate, we need members of our community to help.  Adoptions are not 

able to cover our expenses and we need people like you to help. 

As a no-kill shelter, we provide a safe haven for every animal that comes through 

our front door.  It could be a 19-year-old cat with kidney problems, a dog that needs 

a tumor removed, or a pet that needs end of life care. UPAWS has and will continue 

to help animals in need --because of YOUR support!  

Community members can get pet advice, help with pet food from our food pantry, 

or spay/neutering their pet. We are here because the animals need us to be. We 

are here because our community needs us to be. We are here because of YOU!  

This mission is very costly. Just in April we had medical bills totaling almost 

$10,000.  This is not an unusual number, as even one animalõs medical care can 

cost well over $1,000.  But the animals are worth it. And our community is worth 

it.  We will always try to do all that we can to help, but we need your help to do so.   

A shelter is a relationship between animals and the community.  Please donate to 

the cause and allow us to continue to help our community.  YOUR  donation makes 

great things happen ð your giving saves lives! 

~ Ryan Poupore UPAWS Manager  

 

 

 

 

Chopper arrived at UPAWS the age of 17 

years. A veterinary exam diagnosed many 

large fatty tumors and old man ailments. 

But because of YOU, Chopper received the 

care that he needed. We are grateful that 

a kind couple looked past his elderly age 

and adopted Chopper, giving him a caring 

and loving home for his remaining life.  

UPAWS receives numerous animals that are in dire 

need of oral and dental care. Nods the cat was 

hurting with infected teeth and gums. Because of 

YOU, she received the vet care she desperately 

needed. She soon was adopted and found her new 

caring family. 

Litters upon litters upon litters of baby kittensñsome very 

young and some arrive even without mothers. How do they 

survive? They survive because of YOU and your kind hearts 

and generosity.  


